BB: My plan is to continue to move Basch forward for years to come. When asked what I plan on doing in my retirement, I tell them this is retirement. We should all be so fortunate to find something we enjoy doing with our time. Basically, this all should work for Prenax, Basch employees, and the library community. I plan to work at making it work AH: During the last decade the entire Library community has undergone some dramatic changes. Blackwell as part of the library community has not been immune to changes -in both our services and staff. I am very happy to be leading a company that has a great mix of long term employees, with such knowledge of the community we serve, and newer employees who bring valuable experience gained outside of Blackwell.
ATG: What happened to Susan Peterson? She was only CEO for six months?
AH: Susan led the US business through a transition period within Blackwell. We thank Susan for her contribution in moving Blackwell forward. As we continued to move forward and assess our business, it was decided that Blackwell Book Services needed a CEO coordinating strategy at a global level. AH: The ECHO product, and our ebrary partnership, is a key strategic initiative for Blackwell. Blackwell ECHO is a hosting and distribution platform for eContent. It was built using the ebrary technology and integrates with Blackwell Collection Manager, providing an efficient and familiar way to simultaneously discover and order both print and electronic materials. eBooks will be a very significant part of both libraries and Blackwell's future. Blackwell is working on a number of initiatives that will make the collecting of eBooks a much simpler process in the future.
ATG: I understand that Celia Wagner is
ATG BB: Judy and I are on our way to the Fiesole Retreat in Hong Kong in April along with many other conferences in the interim. Of course, we will be in Charleston in November.
ATG: Thanks, Buzzy. Good luck and have a great trip! and Circulation can have the organizational meetings they need. There are also times when the flu bug hits and we need everyone on the staff filling in the blanks to get the job done or when a crisis bears down, such as the recent tornado, to cover all of the extra bases needed in the recovery processes. We are all ready, willing and able to help in this venture and the patrons benefit from our extra experience and expertise. Coping is our best skill and finding the answers our best product. What better combination? Have you thought about this before? It is something to think about! Something to Think About from page 59
